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Statement of Need 
The growing prevalence of substance use disorders among incarcerated individuals highlights a critical need
for education and enhanced understanding among professionals working within the justice system. Many
individuals in this system struggle with serious mental illness, substance use disorders, or co-occurring
disorders yet face significant barriers, including a lack of resources and inadequate coordination with care
providers upon release. As noted by the Bureau of Justice Assistance, these challenges prevent access to
essential SUD treatment and continuity of care, ultimately resulting in a high rate of recidivism. Most
individuals return to their communities without the necessary treatment, which often leads to a relapse into
substance use and further encounters with law enforcement. Therefore, there is a need for initiatives like the
upcoming summit, which will provide valuable insights into the work of the Alabama Bureau of Pardons and
Paroles, Community Corrections, and Peer Support Specialists. By addressing these issues, we can work
towards reducing stigma and improving outcomes for individuals with substance use disorders within the
justice system.

Who Should Attend 
Office of the courts, law officers, first responders, peer support specialists, social workers, counselors,
physicians, nurse practitioners, physician assistants, registered nurses, and any professional interested in
gaining knowledge on treatment of trauma, trauma-informed care, and solutions to achieve a healthier
Alabama.

Learning Objectives
After attending this course, participants will be able to:

Describe the role and value of cross-sector collaboration between justice agencies, public health
organizations, and social services in addressing substance use and justice involvement.
Analyze how integrated services, such as PEERs and behavioral health professionals, contribute to long-
term recovery and a reduction in recidivism.
Explain the components of trauma-informed Crisis Intervention Training and demonstrate how it can be
integrated into justice system practices.
Evaluate current diversion and substance use treatment programs within the justice system, identifying
strengths and areas for improvement.
Assess the impact of stigma on individuals with substance use disorders in the justice system and propose
strategies to reduce its effects.

JUSTICE & SUBSTANCE USE SUMMITJUSTICE & SUBSTANCE USE SUMMIT
Restoring Lives, Strengthening Communities

Credit Designation Statements 
 
NBCC – The Office of Teaching Innovation and Digital Education at The University of Alabama has been approved by NBCC as an Approved Continuing
Education Provider. This program is approved for 5.50 credits. ACEP No. 7285. Programs that do not qualify for NBCC credit are clearly identified. The
University of Alabama is solely responsible for all aspects of the programs.
ASBSWE – The University of Alabama is an approved provider of continuing education by the Alabama State Board of Social Work Examiners (Provider
#0290). This training offers social workers 5.50 contact hours. 
APOST - Alabama Peace Officers Standards & Training Commission credits, if approved by your agency head. This training offers 5.50 APOST credits. 
CLE - This training has been approved by the Alabama State Bar for 5.50 credits of continuing legal education.
CRSS - This training has been approved for 5.50 continuing education credit hours for Certified Recovery Support Specialists.
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